
September 28th, 2025 • The 26th Sunday of Ordinary Time

Our Mother of Good Counsel
Catholic Church

MASS SCHEDULE

English

Polish

English

Polish

English

Saturday 4:00 pm

Sunday 7:30 am English

9:00 am

10:30 am

12:00 pm

Tues- Fri 8:00 am

English4:00 pm

FIRST FRIDAY

English

Polish

8:00 am

7:30 pm

CONFESSION

PARISH OFFICE

16043 South Bell Road
Homer Glen, IL 60491
708-301-6246
office@omgccc.org
www.omgccc.org
Tues, Wed, Fri 9:00 am-3:00 pm
Thurs by appointment

Saturday 3:00-3:45 pm

1st Friday 6:00-6:45 pm

English

Bilingual

Father Abraham, have pity onme.
Send Lazarus to dip the tip of his
finger in water and coolmy tongue



Małgorzata Szaflarska & Matthew Byrdak
CONGRATULATIONS

Spowiedź Święta w jęz polskim Od godz. 6:00pm
Msza Święta:
8:00am w jęz angielskim
7:30pm w jęz polskim

FIRST FRIDAY OF THE MONTH
Confession: (Polish/English) 6:00pm
Mass:
8:00am English,
7:30pm Polish

PIERWSZE PIĄTKI MIESIĄCA

Nancy C.
Glovack

Pray for the reposed soul of

who entered eternal life
on September 14th

TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 30 8:00AM
Patrick M Saxton†

WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 1 8:00AM
Dcns. Richard McCowan, Douglas
McIlvaine

THURSDAY OCTOBER 2 8:00AM
Our Home Bound Parishioners

FRIDAY OCTOBER 3 8:00AM
Robert G Mitchell†

SATURDAY OCTOBER 4 4:00PM
Stanley & Regina Pacholski†

SUNDAY OCTOBER 5 7:30AM
Dan & Cheryl Ann Smith†

SUNDAY OCTOBER 5 9:00AM
Mateusz, Jan, Alex
Maria
Letycj & Jozef Gonciarczyk †
Tadeusz Tylka†
Bronislawa Krzysiak†

SUNDAY OCTOBER 5 10:30AM
Christopher Kula†

SUNDAY OCTOBER 5 12:00PM
Wally Kapusciarz†

SUNDAY OCTOBER 5 4:00PM
Edward & Gertrude Bialecke†

SAINTS AND OBSERVANCES
October: The Holy Rosary
Sun:
Mon:

Tues:
Wed:

Thurs:
Fri:
Sat:
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UPCOMING DATES
MASS
INTENTIONS

Saint Wenceslaus
Saints Michael, Gabriel and
Raphael, Archangels
Saint Jerome
Saint Thérèse of the Child
Jesus
The Holy Guardian Angels
First Friday
Saint Francis of Assisi

Pro-Life Baby ShowerOct 4/5

W lc :
The B dna z amily
e rc y
T e W re k mily
The Ca tello Fa ly

Blood DriveOct 5

We had our first OCIA class, and it’s not too late to join our group. Classes meet on
the following dates from 6:30pm until 9pm:

October 7
October 21
November 4
November 18
December 2

December 16
January 6
January 20
February 3
February 17

March 3
March 17
April 4-Easter Vigil
April 21-Last class

OCIA Meeting 6:30pmOct 7

Pet BlessingOct 4

Teresa Novasel †
Helena Pakla†

Sanctuary Lamp Intentions
Sept 28th- Oct 4th

OCIA

View this bulleti  o li e at Discover ass co



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM SCHEDULE

OCTOBER 1  CLASS
OCTOBER 8  CLASS
OCTOBER 15  CLASS
OCTOBER 22  CLASS

OCTOBER 29  OFF

We thank you for heeding the directions in the parking lot at
HJH upon dismissal. Our Knights of Columbus are helping
with this important task to keep our children safe.
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FAITH FORMATION

For further information on any of the items below, or on the
Religious Education program, please contact Janet Litterio in
the Faith Formation Office at 708-301-0214 or
faithformation@omgccc.org

Visit our parish website omgccc.org for the RE schedule and
other Faith Formation information throughout the year. Simply
click on the Religious Education link once you enter the site.

Most people take things like
underwear for granted. We
have found that low-income
families and seniors with
poverty-level incomes do not
spend money on underwear
and desperately need it.

During the weekend of October 18 and 19, we will be collecting
new personal items such as: underwear, socks,
under-shirts, pajamas, and bras to help our neighbors in need.

UNDY SUNDAY OCTOBER 18/19

BAPTISMS

Aniela Izabela Guzman, Antonina Anna Skik,
Mila Pasciak, and Matthias Nowakowski

received the Sacrament of Baptism on September 20th and
21st. Congratulations and may God Bless these children! Memorial of the Holy Guardian Angels

Everyone has a guardian angel, not solely children. Our
guardian angel has many responsibilities, such as watch-
ing over us, represent us before God, aid in our prayers
and present our souls to God at death.

October 2nd is the feast to honor guardian angels, and
began in the 16th century. In 1615, Pope Paul V added
this feast to the Roman Calendar.

Angel of God, my Guardian Dear,
To Whom God’s Love
commits me here,
Ever this day be at my side,
To light, to guard, to rule and guide.
~Amen

Thank you to all who
supported the Respect Life
Committee’s Spiritual
Adoption program this year.
Beginning in January,
parishioners “spiritually
adopted” and named a

newly conceived child, praying for the baby’s health, and the
health of the mother, throughout the following nine months. It’s
time to celebrate the upcoming birth of our adopted babies!

We will be holding a Pro-Life Baby Shower after all masses the
weekend of October 4th and 5th. There will be cribs in the
Narthex for your donations of new baby items, and the Respect
Life Committee will be serving Birthday cake!

Donated items will be distributed to local Pro-Life centers (Water-
leaf & PASS). Monetary contributions will also be accepted. These
centers provide support, counseling, ultrasounds and material
goods to women and families who are in complicated situations.

The current greatest needs are:
Onesies, Sleepers, Socks,
Bibs, Fitted Crib Sheets,

and Seasonal Clothing up to size 5T.
Diapers All Sizes (especially sizes 4, 5, & 6)

Baby Wash &Wipes
Gift Cards in $20 or $25 amounts to

Walmart, Amazon or Meijer

Thank you for putting words into action in support of these local
Moms and their babies during the past nine months!

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We
have Abraham as our father’; for I tell you, God
is able from these stones to raise up children

to Abraham.
—Matthew 3:9

We have all crossed the street to avoid the
beggar, dismissing his needs as those of a drunkard, not
worth the spare change in our pocket. Some of us, knowing
the right words, even call this prudence—“I’m helping him
by not giving him money.” But are we really helping? Even
if he is in the grip of addiction, and money may only feed
his compulsion, is money truly all we have to give?

The parable of the rich man and Lazarus asks us to do
more than decide whether or not to hand over a few coins.
It asks us to see Lazarus. It asks us to recognize him as a
brother. The rich man did not. He clothed himself in purple
and fine linen, feasted sumptuously, and stepped over
Lazarus at his gate. He denied Lazarus his dignity, reserv-
ing even the scraps from his table for the dogs.

A Chasm Too Late
And when he died, the rich man discovered a truth too late:
it is not enough to be a “child of Abraham” in name. It is not
enough to claim covenant lineage. He cries out, “Father
Abraham, have mercy on me!” But Abraham answers with
words that must have cut deeper than the flames: “Be-
tween us and you a great chasm has been fixed.”
Here is the heart of the parable: there is a gulf between
name and life, between heritage and holiness, between be-
ing baptized into Christ and actually living as His disciple.
The rich man is right biologically, but wrong spiritually. He
had the covenant in name, but not in life. For Israel, it was
not enough to be Abraham’s child by blood; one must live
Abraham’s faith (cf. Galatians 3:7). For us, it is not enough
to be baptized and proclaim the Catholic label, wear the
crucifix around our neck, and hold the rosary in our hands.
Baptism is real adoption, but it is meant to unfold into a life
of faith, hope, and charity. To think otherwise is to reduce
the sacraments to magic spells, as if they work apart from
our faith and conversion. The sacraments always confer
grace, but they demand our ‘yes’ for that grace to bear
fruit.

Grafted into Christ
To use St. Paul’s images: Baptism is dying and rising with
Christ (Romans 6), and like wild branches grafted into the
cultivated olive tree (Romans 11), we are joined to His
covenant people. But that graft must bear fruit—or else the
life of the Vine does not flow through us. As Christ Himself
warns, every branch that refuses to bear fruit will be cut off
and cast into the fire. Apart from Him, we cannot live. Only
in Him—and in continual conversion and repentance—do
we bear fruit.

This was the tragedy of the rich man. He claimed Abra-
ham as his father, but his life bore no fruit of Abraham’s

faith. His inheritance became a chasm because he never
allowed God’s gift to take root in deeds of trust, obedience,
and mercy.

The truth is bracing: it is not enough to be baptized in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,
if we do not live like Abraham, if we do not live like the Son,
if we do not walk in the Holy Spirit.

Grace, Not Pelagian Effort
Now, a word of caution. It is easy to mishear this teaching
and think: “I must try harder. If I do enough good works, I’ll
make it to the right side of the chasm.”

This is not the Gospel. That is Pelagianism—the ancient
heresy that claims we can save ourselves by sheer effort of
the will, as if grace were optional. But grace is not optional.
We cannot earn salvation. We do not climb our way into
Christ’s life by works; rather, we receive His life as a gift,
and from that gift, good works flow.

The Christian life is not about straining harder—it is about
surrendering deeper. Yet surrender does not make us
passive; it makes our efforts fruitful, because they are
empowered by grace. We abandon ourselves, our will, and
our disordered desires, and we embrace Christ: the Way,
the Truth, and the Life.

This is why St. Joseph matters so much. He did not rely on
heritage, nor did he attempt to save himself by sheer effort.
He received God’s word, trusted it, and obeyed in silence.
His greatness was not in self-will but in surrender. St. Jo-
seph shows us that the life of Abraham, the life of Christ, is
lived not by striving harder but by yielding more completely
to grace.

Our Call
As husbands and fathers, this parable confronts us with
urgency. It is not enough to rely on our heritage or on
sacramental checklists. It is not enough to wear the title
“Catholic dad” while stepping over the Lazarus at our
gate—whether that Lazarus is our wife’s unspoken needs,
our children’s hunger for our attention, or the neighbor who
silently suffers.

Our call is to live Abraham’s faith, to live Christ’s obe-
dience, and to let the Holy Spirit shape every choice of
our lives. That does not mean saving ourselves by sheer
willpower; it means receiving grace as St. Joseph did—at-
tentively, humbly, decisively. The rich man’s tragedy was
presumption. St. Joseph’s greatness was surrender.

Brothers, the gulf that is fixed after death is determined
by the choices we make today. Every act of love builds
a bridge; every act of neglect deepens the chasm. The
question is not whether we can call Abraham “father.” The
question is whether we will live as true sons in the Son.

–Sebastian Abbinanti (Parish Pastoral Council Member)
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Sincere Thanks...Serdeczne Podziękowania
TO THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE WHO VOLUNTEERED THEIR TIME, TALENTS, OR TREASURE

On behalf of Fr. Greg and all of us at Our Mother Of Good Counsel, we are very thankful and
blessed by all of the wonderful people, organizations, and businesses that made our picnic

possible. We encourage you to frequent any of the above businesses that have supported us. If
we have mistakenly omitted a name, we sincerely apologize. This year’s picnic was a day of

fun, fellowship, and stewardship. God bless you always!

Greg Landowski
Maggie Landowski
Gabriela Landowski
Sikon Family
Marcysia Szaflarski
Maya Dong
Mason Dong

Mateusz Laticia
Janina & Andrzej Para
Deb Abbinanti

Grazyna Staszel
Eugeniusz & Helena Blachut
Zofia Czaja
Aleksa Walesiak
Malgorzata Kubasik
Anna Palasz
Beata Firek

Anna Cyganska
Agata Mscisz

Knights of Columbus
Andy Smigielski
Agnieszka Kordaczka
Anna Bizub
Urszula Edward Matoniak
Zofia Wieslaw Mos
Lucyna & Joe Pawlica

Wladyslawa Kaminska
Bartlomiej Tylka

Our Mother of Good Counsel Picnic
Sponsors

Picnic Committee
Mary Szaflarski
Malgorzata Siuta
Monica Shaub
Donna Strickler
Patti Mulligan
Edward Plebanek

Art Smigielski
Wes Siuta
Chris Courtney
Janet Litterio
Naomi O'Malley

Amish Furniture Store, Lockport, Inc.
Evana Dong - Charles Ruttenberg Realty
Knights of Columbus - Our Mother of
Good Counsel - Council 15022
John & Arlene Fassola
Anna & Leszek Boniak
Jacek Katarzyna Drazek
Maria Komperola
Deborah Hoekstra
Polska Szkola IM. Krola Kazimierza
Wielkiego
Jan Ela Moczarny
Jan Marysia Mikos
Kazek Czarniak
Piotr Stanislaw Mrowca
Polska Szkola im. Adama Mickiewicza
Szaflarski Family
Fr. Flynn
Everest Academy
Comparion Insurance
Zofia & Leo Komperda
Krystyna & Andrzej Kas

Richard J. Modell Funeral Home &
Cremation Services
JNS Automotive Grp LLC (Mike
More Miles)
DiNolfo's Banquets
Danuta Jan Walkosz
Aqua Pools
Dennis Foley, The
Foley/Doruff/Gizzi/Jain Group -
Merrill Lynch Wealth Management
Quality Integrated Solutions
Mamma Onesta's
Sylwia Fonfara
Anthony and Connie Cesario
Sikon Family
Christina Neitzke-Troike
Grapple N Go Towing LLC
Lassak Delicatessen Inc
Frank Cebulski
E&K Group
BeWell Physical Therapy and
Wellness

George Giorgio's Banquets
Oak Hill Financial Svcs, LLC
Kleen Spot Cleaners, Inc
Donald Bailey
Krzysztof & Monika Rafacz
Janina & Andrzej Para
Brady Gill Funeral Home
John & Michelle Ward
Helena Stanislaw Wacus
Camille Stefanski
Bogdan & Marzena Klejka
Stefan Wolmika Fudala
Zofia Stanislaw Jagoda
Smigielski Family
DBA Crystal Grand Banquets
Davidson's Bar & Grill, Inc
Josie Nieradka
Celina’s Fresh Market
Franciszek Ratulowski
Matrix Pest Control
Donations towards Horses
Bar Tips Earned at the Picnic

Olivia & Gabriel Piwowarczyk
Mack Hink

Katarzyna Pawlik
Veronika Skiba

Tadeusz Wilk
Helena Mrozek

Bernie Smigielski
Art Smigielski

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET VOCATIONS OFFICE IS
INVITING YOUNG WOMEN AGES 14 + AND THEIR
MOTHERS TO JOIN THE FRANCISCAN SISTERS OF
THE EUCHARIST FOR PRAYER, DINNER AND
TESTIMONIALS ABOUT THEIR OWN VOCATION
STORIES. THERE WILL BE OPPORTUNITY FOR A
QUESTION-AND-ANSWER SESSION AND
MEETING OTHER YOUNG WOMEN OPEN TO
EXPLORING RELIGIOUS LIFE

MIRIAM DINNER IS A FREE EVENT

SCAN THE QR CODE FOR MORE
INFORMATION AND TO REGISTER

ST. RAPHAEL'S PARISH, 1215 MODAFF
RD, NAPERVILLE, IL 60540

Miriam Dinner
Thursday October 2, 2025

@ 6 00PM

Our Mother of Good Counsel
Blood Drive

Location: Mobile Bus
16043 S. Bell Road

Homer Glen, IL 60491

Appointments appreciated; Walk-Ins welcome!
To schedule, go to www.versiti.org/IL, load the
Versiti Donor app, call (800) 7TO-GIVE,
or scan the QR code

Photo ID Required

Sunday

October

5
8:00AM – 12:00PM

Helpful tip:
Make sure to eat a

healthy meal and drink
plenty of water before

donating.

1-800-7TO-GIVE

DONATE
BLOOD
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What is 40 Days for Life?
40 Days for Life Prayer Vigil is a wonderful ‘life saving’
opportunity to join with our community and hundreds of
other cities around the world in prayer, fasting and
keeping a peaceful vigil in front of a place where children
are aborted. Through God, and your prayers and fasting,
40 Days for Life has saved more than 25,000 lives from
abortion. It has led to the conversion of clinic workers and
has seen many abortion facilities close completely.

We often forget the incredible power of prayer and loving
witness, but 40 Days for Life reminds us of the fruits of
dialogue with the Lord.

How Can I Help?
Please sign up to pray for an hour at Access Clinic in
Downers Grove (1700 75th St.).
Visit www.40daysforlife.com/downersgrove and click on
“Sign Up for Vigil Hours”. The 2025 Fall 40 Days Vigil runs
Sept. 24 – Nov. 2. Reserve your spot today!

OUR MOTHER OF GOOD COUNSEL & ST. BERNARDS
RESPECT LIFE COMMITTEE has reserved every
Monday from 11AM to 12PM (Oct. 6, 13, 20, 27). Join Us!
Private prayer and fasting are also ways in which you can
be a part of 40 days for Life.

Join us for the
Diocese of Joliet

JUBILEE MASS FOR
CATECHISTS

Pilgrims of Hope
Sunday, October 19, 2025

2:00 PM
Cathedral of St. Raymond

604 N Raynor Ave, Joliet, IL

RSVP by QR code
or link below

Questions? Call Deacon Tony Clishem 815-221-6134

https://forms.office.com/r/2jeVQMTfVi

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



You can donate
online safely
through OSV.

Choose a one
time or recurring
donation. Scan

the QR code or visit our website.

SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION
Baptism: Baptisms are scheduled the 2nd Sunday of the month at 1:00 pm
(Polish) and 1:30 pm (English). Please contact the Parish Office before
booking a venue.

Marriage: As members of Our Mother of Good Counsel, couples should
contact the Parish Office at least six months before the wedding to allow
time for preparation.

Funerals: Call the Parish office to schedule an appointment to make
preparations for Mass.

Eucharist For Homebound: If you are unable to attend Mass please contact
the Parish Office for the Sacraments of the Eucharist. Our Homebound min-
istry would be happy to assist you.

Anointing of the Sick & Hospital Visits: Please contact the office if you or
a loved one is in need of anointing . Please do not wait until prognosis is
imminent.

Religious Education:We offer religious education classes for grades 1-8. Call
the Faith Formation Office for more information. Classes meet
Wednesday, 6:00-7:30PM September through March.

Newcomers:Welcome to our Parish! Please stop in the Parish Office or visit
our website for a Parishioner registration form. We are so happy to have
you.

Religious Life: Considering Religious Life? For more information about
vocations for the Religious Life, please contact:
vocations@dioceseofjoliet.org

Prayer Request Line: Submit your intention to omgcprayers@gmail.com,
and our prayer warriors will discreetly pray for you intention.
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Very Rev. Grzegorz P. Podwysocki
JCL, JV, KHS • Judicial Vicar
Diocese of Joliet • Pastor

PARISH STAFF

Rev. Michael Flynn
Rev. Maciej Stelmach
Mass Assistants

Naomi O'Malley
Parish Operations & Ministry
ParishMissionMinistry@omgccc.org

Janet Litterio
Lifelong Formation
FaithFormation@omgccc.org
Tues - Thurs: 9am-3pm

Małgorzata Siuta (Po Polsku)
Polish Ministry
PolishMinistry@omgccc.org

Anna Siwiec-Sitkowska
Music Ministry

Victoria Petecki
Digital Media

CMAA PLEDGE REPORT
Thank you for the continued donations! 70% of the
amount over our goal will come back to our Parish.

Donor count: 151 +1
PARISH GOAL: _______ $42,600
AMOUNT PLEDGED: __ $48,320 +250
AMOUNT PAID: ______ $45,683 +250
REMAINING BALANCE: $2,637
2025 REBATE:________$2,158

Oct 4/5 Sat 4:00pm Sun 7:30am Sun 9:00am Sun 10:30am Sun 12:00pm Sun 4:00pm

Eucharistic
Minsters

Dennis Foley
Marian Strzelczyk
Ed Wereldsma

Mary Ann Mesich
Monica Shaub
Theresa Pettinato
Debbie Hoekstra

Jasia Para
Katarzyna Karpiuk

Denise Holub
Melissa Dopke
Yayi Cazares

Ewelina Szafran
Agata Świętosławska

Mary Keene
PattiMulligan

Lector Arlene Fassola Sue Targosz
Bill Shaub

Zofia Kracik Art Smigielski Marian Gal PattiMulligan

Sacristan Donna Swiniarski Monica Shaub Bożena Bisaga Philip Gosewisch Artur Leja PattiMulligan

Ushers Dennis Foley
Roger Sendra

Jim Mulligan
Tony Angelo
Mike Targosz

Sławomir Budz
Witek Szaflarski
Stanisław Smalec
Czesław Bisaga

Art Smigielski
Philip Gosewisch
Andy Smigielski

Eugeniusz Blachut
Wiesław Mos
Andrzej Kas
Artur Leja

Mary Keene
Jim Mulligan

Paula Bucciferro
Accountant

ONLINE GIVINGSTEWARDSHIP
September 20/21
Mass Collections
Utilities
Building Fund
Online Giving

$9,821,00
$175.00
$100.00
$1,776.00

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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