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10:30 am
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Tuespay JaNuary 20 8:00am
Harley Schinker t

Mass
INTENTIONS

<4

WEeDNESDAY JANUARY 21 8:00Am
Linda Mitchell

THURsDAY JANUARY 22 8:00am
Delphine Kasukt

FRriDAY JANUARY 23 8:00aMm
Roger Sendra

SATURDAY JANUARY 24 4:00pPm
Pam Jenkinst

SunbpAy JANUARY 25 7:30am
Rosina Hedricht

SuNDAY JANUARY 25 9:00am
Slawek,Arek,Robertt
Krzysztof Kalatat

Zofia Jan Skubelt

Sunbay JaNuARY 25 10:30am
Genowefa Korpackat

SunbAy JANUARY 25 12:00pm
Za parafian
Patryk Adamaczakt

SunDpAY JANUARY 25 4:00pm
The deceased members of our
Parish

SaINTs AND OBSERVANCES
Monday: Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Tuesday: Saint Fabian

Saint Sebastian
Wednesday: Saint Agnes
Thursday: Day of Prayer for the
Legal Protection of Unborn Children
Friday: Saint Marianne Cope

Saint Vincent

Saturday: Saint Frances de Sales

UpcomiNG EVENTS

JAN 17/18

JAN 20 OCIA Meeting 6:30 pm

JAN 21 RE Class 6:00 pm

JAN 22

JAN 25 Confirmation Retreat 1:30 pm

JAN 26-31 Catholic Schools Week

JAN 28

Everest students speak at Mass regarding Catholic Schools Week

Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn Children

RE 2nd Grade Parent Meeting 6:00 pm

BAPTISMS

HENRY KWINTAL,
LUCAS LEO MARTISAUSKI,
AND
STANISLAW JAN GAL

all received the Sacrament of Baptism
on January 11th. Congratulations and
may God bless these children and their
families!

Sanctuary Lamp Intentions

Jan 18" - 24"
Nick Wagner T
Genowefa Korpacka t

Welcome To
Our Parish:

The Jaronczyk Family
The Fiorentino Family
The Zapotoczny Family

By

Our Mother Of Good Counsel
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Matki Bozej Gromnicznej

CandleMas
-

Ofiarowanie Panskie — Matki Bozej Gromnicznej
Czterdziesci dni po Bozym Narodzeniu, 2 lutego, obchodzimy
Swieto Ofiarowania Panskiego, znane réwniez jako Swieto
Matki Bozej Gromnicznej (Candlemas). Tego dnia wspominamy
wydarzenie, gdy Maryja i Jozef przyniesli Dziecigtko Jezus

do swigtyni. Jest to zakonczenie okresu liturgicznego Bozego
Narodzenia i Objawienia Panskiego.

W ramach obchodéw Swieta Matki Bozej Gromnicznej $wiece
bedzie mozna zakupi¢ w niedziele 25 stycznia oraz w Nied-
ziele 1 lutego. Swiece zostang poswiecone, aby mozna je byto
zabra¢ do domu i uzywacé przez caty rok jako pamiatke, ze
Jezus Chrystus jest Swiattoscig $wiata.

The Presentation of the Lord — Candlemas

Forty days after Christmas, on February 2nd, we celebrate the
Feast of the Presentation of the Lord, also known as
Candlemas. We commemorate when Mary and Joseph brought
the infant Jesus to the temple. This marks the end of the liturgi-
cal period of Christmas and Epiphany.

As part of the celebration of Candlemas, blessed candles will
be available for purchase on Sunday, January 25th, and Sun-
day, February 1st. Use them throughout the year as a reminder
that Jesus Christ is the Light of the world!

Knights of Columbus
SuperBowl Sunday

$20 per
Square gives

4 N
Sunday, Feb Sth

520 ¥ Knights of Columbus * o

Per Square S o Susdiy Squiars Site
Spectacular! Sunday February 8th e
[
W

you 4 chances
to win up to
$1400!

Pick your Square

B

ﬁ':: @,

Before they run out!

2025 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS

To request your annual contribution statement email
accountant@omgccc.org, call the office at 708-301-6246, or
visit omgccc.org/taxForm.html

Statements can be mailed or emailed. Donors using our online
giving program who wish to pull their own statements in the
OSV Online Giving Portal can log into their online account and
click on “My Online Giving History”.

FaiTH FORMATION

For further information on any of the items below, or on the
Religious Education program, please contact Janet Litterio
in the Faith Formation Office at 708-301-0214 or
faithformation@omgccc.org.

Visit our parish website omgccc.org for the RE schedule
and other Faith Formation information throughout the year
under the Religious Education link.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM
SCHEDULE

January 21—Class
January 28-No Class

We thank you for heeding the directions in the
parking lot at HJH upon dismissal. Our Knights of
Columbus are helping with this important task of
keeping our children safe.

Parent Gathering 2nd Grade

Reconciliation and Communion Preparation

Parents are their children’s first catechists. Second
Grade parents will come together to learn more about
the Sacraments of Reconciliation and Eucharist. At
this gathering, parents will receive the information and
formation to help their children prepare to receive both
Sacraments in the Spring.

The gathering will be held on
Wednesday, January 28th at 6PM in Church.

At least one parent is expected to attend.
Looking forward to coming together with you then.

Confirmation Retreat Next Sunday
Date: Sunday, January 25th

Time: 1:30pm

Please arrive by 1:20 so Confirmandi can check in
and are ready to begin our retreat at 1:30pm.

Parents and Sponsors are invited and encouraged
to join their Confirmandi for Mass immediately
following the retreat, at 4pm.

Fr. Tom McCarthy, OSA will lead the retreat
and celebrate Mass at 4pm.

Our Mother Of Good Counsel
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SANCTUS SANCTUS SANCTUS
el

r

Have you noticed the Latin phrase “Sanctus, Sanctus,
Sanctus” on the steps leading up to our altar?

The word “Holy” on each step serves as a physical
representation of our spiritual climb from the earthly to the
divine.

Many Catholic altars are elevated by three distinct steps.
These steps separate the main body of the church from the
“Holy of Holies.” We do not casually walk into the sacred space
of the altar, but climb toward it.

The number three has incredible significance in this context.
Repeating “Holy” three times is a way of declaring God as “the
Holiest.” Furthermore, the three steps represent the Holy
Trinity, as well as the three theological virtues of Faith, Hope,
and Charity. These are virtues our soul must possess to draw
near to our Lord.

Isaiah 6:1-3 states: “Above him stood the seraphim... And one
called to another and said: ‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;
the whole earth is full of his glory.”

When we sing the “Holy, Holy, Holy” during the Eucharistic
Prayer, we join the congregation of angels in worship. The
Sanctus reminds us that we are entering God'’s presence,
where heaven and earth are momentarily united.

The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass is filled with beautiful words,
gestures, Holy vessels, and sacred architecture. Every aspect
should remind us that we are entering the heavenly liturgy.
Christ Himself is represented by the Priest, and we see Christ
offer Himself to God the Father and then give Himself to us in
the Holy Eucharist.

DAy oF PrAYER: PrROTECTION OF UNBORN CHILDREN

A great prayer for life is urgently needed, a prayer which
will rise up throughout the world. Through special initia-
tives and in daily prayer, may an impassioned plea rise
to God, the Creator and lover of life, from every Chris-
tian community, from every group and association, from
every family and from the heart of every believer.

- Pope Saint John Paul Il, Evangelium Vitae, no. 100

On January 22, 1973, the Supreme Court legalized
abortion throughout the United States in its compan-
ion decisions Roe v. Wade and Doe v. Bolton. Since,
millions of children have lost their lives, and millions of
women and families have been wounded by abortion.

On June 24, 2022, the Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s
Health Organization decision overturned Roe v. Wade,
and we praise God for the great opportunity state and
federal legislators now have to protect pre-born children.
While God, in His mercy, ended the nearly fifty-year na-
tionwide regime of abortion on demand, right now state
and federal laws, in many instances, are still hostile to
pre-born children. So, great prayer

and Q
advocacy is very needed. (| u i
www.usccb.org/january-22 \a

Returning hate for hate multiplies hate,
adding deeper darkness to a night
already devoid of stars.
Darkness cannot drive out darkeness;

aw/? //yﬁ? can do that.
Hate cannot drive out hate,
0/&/? /;we can do that.

Mariin Luther King Jr. Srengih to Love

Our Mother Of Good Counsel
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St. Joseph’s Corner

The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord cele-
brates a powerful mystery in our faith. We
reflected last week on this feast and on
the significance of the Father’s words in
revealing our identity. This week, however,
the lectionary intentionally widens our fo-
cus. While Matthew is the primary Gospel
in Cycle A, the Church now turns to St.
John’s account to deepen our understand-
ing of the Lord’s baptism. In John 1:29,
attention is drawn to Jesus Himself and to the titles John
proclaims: Lamb of God and Son of God.

More precisely, the focus shifts from John the Baptist's
baptism with water to Christ’s baptism with the Spirit. This
distinction is fitting as we reflect on this foundational sac-
rament of initiation. A sacrament is, after all, a visible sign
that truly communicates divine grace. While men, like John
the Baptist, minister baptism with water, it is Christ alone
who acts in the sacrament, marking the soul with an indel-
ible spiritual character. The water is not merely symbolic,
but the instrument through which Christ Himself bestows
the grace that only He can give.

After our baptism, we move forward in a world for which
we were not made, bearing upon our souls a durable mark
the world neither understands nor welcomes. We go forth
as sons of God, following the path of the Lamb and shar-
ing already in the glory toward which He leads us.

But on this earth, the glory we encounter is not one of
praise or comfort. Its power is not revealed in ease or ac-
claim, but in fidelity—often hidden, often costly. It is a glory
that bears the weight of the Cross, a glory made visible not
in domination but in obedience, not in self-assertion but in
self-gift. To follow the Lamb, then, is to accept a path that
the world neither understands nor applauds, yet one that
leads, unmistakably, to life.

Jesus’s identity is revealed at the Jordan for the world to
hear, just as our identity is received at Baptism. From the
Jordan, Jesus proceeds into the desert; likewise, from our
Baptism, our identity is tested amid the daily temptations
of the world. But the order is essential: God does not per-
mit identity to be tested until it has first been received—not
merely given, but received, acknowledged, and accepted.

Much of the suffering we endure comes not from fidelity,
but from resistance—from clinging to identities we have
fashioned ourselves, even with sincere or righteous intent.
Such suffering is real, but it is disordered. It cannot save,
because it is not yet united to the truth of who we are in
Christ. Even good intentions, when they become self-au-
thored identities, must eventually be surrendered, so that
suffering may no longer be borne alone, but received in
union with Him—uwhere it can finally bear fruit. God never
wants more than He asks.

What we manufacture for ourselves cannot be tested, be-
cause it is not real. It bends, redefines, or collapses under
pressure. Only a true identity—one received from God—
can be tested. And only what comes from God can endure.

Temptation presupposes truth. And only the metal that has
been forged in the fire can withstand the erosion of the
world. Our call to discipleship, once accepted, is simple—
we follow the Lamb—but it is not easy.

This is where discipleship is lived. Not in applause, but in
fidelity. Not in comfort, but in trust. Not in self-definition, but
in obedience to the name we have received. The path of
the Lamb is given before us—not because it is easy, but
because it is true. And it is enough.

Dear brothers, understand this: only your true identity can
be tested. And only through trial can it bear fruit. Do not
seek suffering for its own sake, but do not flee it when it
comes along the path of the Lamb. Accept what the Father
permits, and endure it with trust, knowing that He allows
nothing without purpose.

In this way, suffering does not deform us—it forms us. It
purifies our love, strengthens our obedience, and makes
us capable of serving not our own will, but His. Only then
do we become instruments fit to shape, protect, and lead
the souls He has entrusted to our care.

—Sebastian Abbinanti (Parish Pastoral Council Member)

Do you love your Catholic faith? Let's talk about it!
Join parishioners from around the Diocese of Joliet
for a chance to practice sharing your faith!

(© 3February2026 )
(@ 7:00Pm-9:00PM )
() stanchetto catholic conter )

Our Mother Of Good Counsel

Page 5

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



f‘ Celebrate Catholic

Schools Week

January 26 - 31, 2026

Catholic Schools

United in Faith and Community National Catholic Educational Association
www.NCEA.org/csw

#CSW2026

- - L 2 o
JOIN EVEREST ACADEMY LEMONT
FOR OUR ANNUAL WINTER TRADITION!

OPEN HOUSE + WINTERFEST

SCHOOL TOURS, SLEIGH RIDES, JOEY'S RED HOTS, TIPSY TRAILER!

SUNDAY, JANUARY 25, 2026
11AM: MASS / 12:30PM: FESTIVITIES

11550 BELL RD. LEMONT, IL 60439

ST. MARY
CATHOLIC SCHOOL

OPEN HOUSE

3 YEAR OLD PRESCHOOL
THROUGH 8TH GRADE

JANUARY 25, 2026
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM

+ Rooted in Catholic values, we
welcome families of all faiths

= Will County's Largest Catholic
Elementary School

+ Rigorous Academic Curriculum

= High School Readiness with
Advanced Algebra

¢ Multi-Student Discount

= Safe & Loving Place to Learn

RSVP required by using the QR code above
Questions, contact Danelle Bernas
(dbernas@stmarymokena.org) or

(708) 326-9349

SAINTS DENNIS AND JOSEPH
CATHOLIC ACADEMY

OPEN HOUSE

SUNDAY, JANUARY 25TH -~ [:LOOAM

1:30PM

North Campus
4thgrade 8th grade
529 Madison St.
Lockport
815.838.8173

South Campus ﬂ i
Preschool ‘mi grade
1201 8, Washington St.
Lockport K

815.838.4494
www.SDJacademy.org

SUNDﬁHKiDZ

2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

> @ T =~ v m 4 4 =X {
W U om I O x = Q - I»
r XV r = O H M 2 = =
T M < O UV v x =E =E W
-4 = m v =E 4 O = =< W
H = =2 mr N mz o c =
N H N O < o c o c T
m = v & C W O < . x
I m 4 r» = @ < m T H
O N I » O r O I m w

Behold Lamb World
Water Dove Heaven Remain Baptize

" @Dlocesan

Man Existed /

Our Mother Of Good Counsel
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JAN 24/25 Sat 4:00pm Sun 7:30am Sun 9:00am Sun 10:30am Sun 12:00pm Sun 4:00pm
Eucharistic Dennis Foley Mary Ann Mesich Jasia Para Phillip Gosewisch Ewelina Szafran Mary Keene
Minsters Marian Strzelczyk | Patti Mulligan Katarzyna Karpiuk | Denise Holub Agata Swietostawska | Janet Litterio

Ed Wereldsma Monica Shaub Art Smigelski
Mike Gatto
Lector Dennis Foley Sue Targosz Barbara Miskowicz | Art Smigelski Agata Swietostawska | Janet Lltterio
Darcy Trudelle
Sacristan Mike and Gina Mary Ellen Bozena Bisaga Dawn Nolan Artur Leja Janet Litterio
Jadron Fitzpatrick
Ushers John Fassola Mike Targosz Stawomir Budz Art Smigelski Andrzej Kas Mary Keene
Mike Jadron Tony Angelo Witek Szaflarski Phillip Gosewisch Artur Leja Larry Ford
Jim Mulligan Stanistaw Smalec Andy Smigelski Wiestaw Mos
Czestaw Bisaga Eugeniusz Blachut

PARISH STAFF

Very Rev. Grzegorz P. Podwysocki

JCL, JV, KHS ¢ Chancellor « Judicial Vicar

Diocese of Joliet « Pastor

Rev. Michael Flynn
Rev. Maciej Stelmach
Mass Assistants

Naomi O'Malley
Parish Operations & Ministry
ParishMissionMinistry@omgccc.org

Janet Litterio

Lifelong Formation
FaithFormation@omgccc.org
Tues - Thurs: 9am-3pm

Malgorzata Siuta (Po Polsku)
Polish Ministry
PolishMinistry@omgccc.org

Anna Siwiec-Sitkowska
Music Ministry

Victoria Petecki
Digital Media

Paula Bucciferro
Accountant
accountant@omgccc.org

STEWARDSHIP

Jan 10/11

Mass Collections: $11,103
Utilities: $145

Building Fund: $142
Online Giving: $2,159
Snow Removal: $22

1st Offering: $80

You can donate online safely through OSV.

Choose a one time or recurring donation.
Scan the QR code or visit our website.

SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION

Baptism: Baptisms are scheduled on the second Sunday of each month.
W Polish Baptisms are at 1:00 p.m., and English Baptisms are at 1:30 p.m.
@ Please contact the Faith Formation Office before booking a venue for the

celebration. Parents must be registered with our parish. Both sponsors

must be over 16 years old, with at least one being a practicing Catholic.

Marriage: The bride and groom should be active members of our parish.

s The couple should contact the Faith Formation Office at least six months
~— in advance to schedule their marriage, allowing for adequate preparation.

Schedule the church date for your marriage before securing your venue.

Funerals: The family of the deceased will coordinate with the chosen
funeral home to make the arrangements. The funeral home will then con-
tact the Faith Formation Office at Our Mother of Good Counsel (OMGC)
to notify us about the upcoming funeral Mass. We (OMGC) will get in
touch with the family and work together to organize the funeral liturgy.

Eucharist for the Homebound and Hospitalized: If you are unable to
attend Mass please contact the Parish Office for the Sacraments of the
Eucharist. Our Homebound ministry would be happy to assist you.

Anointing of the Sick & Hospital Visits: Please contact the Parish Office if
your loved one requires an anointing. Please do not wait until death is
imminent to request anointing, as it may take some time to find a priest
for the sacrament.

Religious Education: We offer religious education classes for grades 1-8.
Call the Faith Formation Office for more information. Classes meet
Wednesday, 6:00-7:30PM September through March.

Newcomers: Welcome to our Parish! Please stop in the Parish Office or
visit our website for a Parishioner registration form. We are so happy to
have you.

Prayer Request Line: Submit your intention to omgcprayers@gmail.com,
and our prayer warriors will discreetly pray for you intention. If you would
like to join the prayer warriors, send omgcprayers@gmail.com an email
asking to be added.

Religious Life: Considering Religious Life? For more information about
vocations, please contact: vocations@dioceseofjoliet.org

Our Mother Of Good Counsel
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Unlock Your Dream Home Today. BTOONER Terri Pearce /‘\
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9566 W 147th Street, Infiniti | 708.652.1444 ING. (BNl 7110w 127, steet, site 250 RRALTY
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1 £ Best Work - Best Rates 485-1900 | realterri@gmail.com puin
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) MadeinUSA {( Residential - Commercial | Offering premier amenities such as spiritual and wellbeing /h
Call: 219-663-2279 * nicksbuilding.com every week. EXTERIOR INTERIOR | activities, outings, chef-prepared meals, workout areas and “
Only 1 Hour South of Chicago * Mowimy po Polsku Si - X h Ston by Franciscan Village for a visit to | J
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catholicmatch’
lllinois
CatholicMatch.com/gollL

Krystyna Soprych P 6 Lemont ‘
Y gROKERP Y RAZHAR anyai&?é; ADVERTISE
708-257-3928 |
KSOPRYCH1@YAHOO COM = 12416 S. Archer Ave. HERE

<*All Occasions < Catering
For all of your home buying <*Funeral Luncheons
& selling needs.

RE/MAX 10

IN THE PARK .
9658 W. 1317 ST., PALOS PARK, IL 60464 630 257 0200

“Méwie po polsku.”

Promote your Business
AND Support your Parish.

Jeff Ingersoll ~ 616-299-2388
jingersoll@diocesan.com

CrystalGrandBanquets.com

12641 W. 143RD STREET
RICHARD J. HOMER GLEN, IL 60491

@%&% Mowimy Po Polsku

FUNERAL HOME ‘gcnzmanou SERVICES

OLD PLANK TRAIL
COMMUNITY BANK, NA’

$59UISNg/WO02'UesSed0ld I8 BUIUO  £291-£8/-008-1 @sieApy ol « NV STOOIJd

<

o et WGy~ AWINTRUST COMMUNITY BANK E
08.201. amily Owned ¢ Operated ¢ runera Irectors 15980 S. PARKER ROAD

r?mofe”fﬁf_’g% RICHARD J. MODELSKI + JAMES J. MODELSKI | HOMER GLEN 708 301 5800 2|l @

- Parishioners - www.oldplanktrailbank.com

ECll (emont Paving Co.
(708) 645-0000 MURPHY'S - EST. 1957 For over 60 years,

Lemont Paving Co.
has built a reputation for quality

SOLID HARDWOOD
FURNITURE BUILT WITH
OLD WORLD INTEGRITY

T

g

i
—
o
=
N

davidsonsbarandgrill.com <|.n-

- ' by bringing profe.fsionalism,
AMISH FURNITURE LOCKPORT |[l1iT3 TIIE FRIDAY G ASORANPAVING AN SOAIING orcverecmnce o

www.amishfurniturelockportil.com & Other Lenten Specials
o with balvurethane acrvic finiah = COMMERCIAL - INDUSTRIAL - RESIDENTIAL - CART PATHS
Sealed with poly y " 15442 West 159th St. 15% OFF BRI Tracy Murphy

the most durable finish on the market. t hy@l tpaving.
Lockport/Homer Glen ALL NEW! Breakfast Menu 11550 Archer Ave, Lemont 1. 60439
815-838-0611 1L 60491 Saturdays & Sundays 9:30am-1pm 630-257-6701 - www.lemontpaving.com

- Water Damage Specialist
- Baths « Kitchens

- Basements « Drywall

and Plaster Repair

npraaines Russell
MEMORY OF i H R s

Parishioner Discount
Free Estimates

_—

RE/MAX

v

RE/MAX
10

Experienced painters wanted

ng John Lonosky 708-268-5666
Quality Work

UNIA KREDYTOWA TO WIECEJ NIZ BANK! Reasonable Prices
Stuzymy Polonii oferujac szeroki zakres ustug finansowych: konta oszczednosciowe i czekowe, karty VISA, H o M E N DA

kredyty hipoteczne, pozyczki personalne. Mozesz Korzystaé z naszych ustug on-line, dzigki Bankowosci In- DEMM ls BROKER | Parishioner

ternetowej PSFCU. DIa przedsighiorcow oferujemy kredyty biznesowe i konta bez optat. Otwérz konto przez « 5
internet na stronie www.NaszaUnia.com lub odwiedz nasz oddziat w Norridge (4147 N. Harlem Avenue, Pl;&llSMe BleNl"G WHEN on—lggg;?; M ISSETI F\?UARAN TEE’
W st

Norridge, IL 60706, tel. 708-457-0750). PRZYLACZ SIE DO NAS JUZ DZISIAJ!

MARIA

24-hr. Service PALOS PARK, IL 60464
Y POLISH “sattvoo Remodeling (708) 906-0451
l <SLAVIC 1.855.PSFCU.4U NCUA @ 708-420-0806 maria.remax10@gmail.com
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION www.NaszaUnia.com P&SFCU is an Equal OpportunityLE;‘rEiEe': demmisplumbing@ yahoo.com

,,@ Each Office Independently Owned and Operated m

Lic#055-044826
View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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