
February 15th, 2026 • The 6th Sunday In Ordinary Time • Ash Wednesday

Our Mother of Good Counsel
Catholic Church

MASS SCHEDULE

English

Polish

English

Polish

English

Saturday 4:00 pm

Sunday 7:30 am English

9:00 am

10:30 am

12:00 pm

Tues- Fri 8:00 am

English4:00 pm

FIRST FRIDAY

English

Polish

8:00 am

7:30 pm

CONFESSION

PARISH OFFICE

16043 South Bell Road
Homer Glen, IL 60491
708-301-6246
office@omgccc.org
www.omgccc.org
Tues, Wed, Fri 9:00 am-3:00 pm
Thurs by appointment

Saturday 3:00-3:45 pm

1st Friday 6:00-7:15 pm Bilingual



TUESDAY FEBRUARY 17 8:00AM

Delphine Kasuk†

WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 18 8:00AM

Linda Mitchell

THURSDAY FEBRUARY 19 8:00AM

Lisa Rudolph

FRIDAY FEBRUARY 20 8:00AM

Don Exline

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 21 4:00PM

Richard Wallyn†

SUNDAY FEBRUARY 22 7:30AM

Helena Pakla†

SUNDAY FEBRUARY 22 9:00AM

Slawek, Jarek, Robert
Krzysztof Kalata†
Stanisław Takuski†
Maria Ratulowski †

SUNDAY FEBRUARY 22 10:30AM

Our Deceased Parishioners

SUNDAY FEBRUARY 22 12:00PM

Za Parafian

SUNDAY FEBRUARY 22 4:00PM

Lisa Rudolph†

SAINTS AND OBSERVANCES

Monday: President's Day
Tuesday: The Seven Holy Founders

of the Servite Order
Wednesday: Ash Wednesday -

Fasting and Abstinence
Saturday: Saint Peter Damian
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UPCOMING EVENTS

MASS

INTENTIONS

BAPTISMS

Jan KwiatKowsKi and Marcela teresa PawliK

received the Sacrament of Baptism on February 8th.

OCIA 6:30pmFEB 17

Ash WednesdayFEB 18

No R.E. ClassFEB 18

Stations of the Cross 8:30am English and 7:00pm PolishFEB 20

Polish Mission 7:00pmMAR 2

THE SANCTUARY CANDLES

We currently have availability for
our Sanctuary Candle Memorials.
Contact the Parish Office to choose
a week to honor a loved one.
Suggested donaƟons are $20 to
reserve the Sanctuary Candle for a
week.

Installation of Arch-Bishop Ronald Hicks
St . Patrick ’s Cathedral , New York, February 6 2026t h

Fr. Greg ventured out to New York to attend the installation of now Arch-Bishop
Ronald Hicks. Thank you Fr. Greg for supporting Arch-Bishop HIcks and
representing the Diocese of Joliet!

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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AshWEdnesday

Stations of the Cross
Join us as we journey in the
footsteps of Jesus.
Fridays during Lent at
8:30am English
Fridays during Lent at
7:00pm in Polish
Let’s pray together.

Parish Mission

Lenten Reconciliation

February 18th
8am Mass English
10:30am Mass Polish
3:00pm Ash Prayer Service English
7pm Mass Bilingual
Ashes will be available by Parish
staff 9-10am and 12pm-2pm

Lent ‧ Wielki Post ‧ 2026
Środa Popielcowa
18 lutego
Msza Święta o 8:00 AM (po angielsku)
Msza Święta o 10:30 AM (po polsku)
Nabożeństwo z posypaniem popiołem o
3:00 PM (po angielsku)
Msza Święta o 7:00 PM (dwujęzyczna)
Popiół będzie dostępny u pracowników
parafii w godzinach:
9:00 – 10:00 AM
12:00 – 2:00 PM

Droga Krzyżowa
Dołącz do nas w wędrówce śladami
Jezusa.
Piątki podczas Wielkiego Postu:
8:30 AM (po angielsku)
7:00 PM (po polsku)
Módlmy się razem.

What Does it mean to be Catholic
Today? Fr. Tom McCarthy, OSA
will lead our Mission at 7pm on
March 22, 23 and 24.
Sunday- The Saints-Are they the
heroes of our faith?
Monday- Prayer-Is It worth it?
Tuesday-The Family of Faith-
What is MY part in being an
active part of this family?

MisjeWielkopostne 2026
“Bardziej niż kiedykolwiek – Otwórzcie
na oścież drzwi Chrystusowi” – św. Jan
Paweł II
Rekolekcje poprowadzi ksiądz Paweł
Zborowski z Kanady
28 lutego oraz 1, 2 i 3 marca
o godzinie 19:00

Hallow Lent Pray 40
The theme of Lent Pray 40 is “The
Return.” Join Fr. Mike Schmitz,
Jonathan Roumie, Mark
Wahlberg, and others as the
Parable of The Prodigal Son is
discussed. We see how God waits
for us with open arms.

Our Lenten Reconicilation night
begins at 7:00pm on Friday,
March 27th in church. Multiple
bilingual priests will be available.

SpowiedźWielkopostna
Spowiedź wielkopostna rozpocznie się
w piątek, 27 marca, o godzinie 7:00
PM.
Dostępni będą księża dwujęzyczni.

Gorzkie Żale
Gorzkie Żale będą odprawione po
Mszy Świętej o godz. 12:00.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



This is the practice of giving to those in need, whether through
donations or acts of service.
Try out a new volunteer role at our parish. We need
collection counters, Ministers of Communion, Lectors,
Sacristans, and Ushers. You get to choose when you volunteer.
Be open to the ways in which God may be calling you to serve
others and to be a presence of love and compassion in the world.

Fasting and Abstinence Guide

Prayer

Fasting

Almsgiving

It is common for people to fast during Lent by giving up a
particular food or activity for the 40-day period.
Choose a fast that is meaningful and challenging for you, but also
realistic and sustainable. You can fast from activities or habits
that distract you from your time with God, such as social media,
or gossip.

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday

Lent is a 40-day period of reflection, repentance, and renewal
leading up to Easter.

Spend time each day in prayer and try different kinds of prayer:
traditional liturgical prayers, spontaneous prayers that come from
the heart, and lectio divina (meditative reading and reflection on
a passage of scripture).
Make a point to visit our Adoration Chapel every week during
Lent. Jesus waits for you in our Adoration Tabernacle. Spend
time with him! Call the Parish Office for instructions on how
to gain access to the chapel.

How To Observe Lent

Although Ash Wednesday is not a Holy Day Of Obligation, it is one
of the most significant days in the liturgical calendar.
It is one of the two days in the year when the Church mandates
Fasting and Abstinence

Need some ideas for Lent this year?

WHAT IS ABSTINENCE?
It is refraining from eating themeat of mammals and fowl.
However, fish and othermarine animals are allowed

WHO IS REQUIRED TO FAST?
Catholics 18 - 59 years of age

WHAT IS FASTING?
Onemeal for the daywith two small ‘meals’. The smaller meals
added together cannot exceed the one full meal.

WHO IS REQUIRED TOABSTAIN?
Catholics 15 and older

WHEN TOFAST?
AshWednesday &Good Friday

WHEN TOABSTAIN?
AshWednesday and all Fridays
during lent

Page 4Our Mother Of Good Counsel

What We Can Do For Lent

Ash Wednesday is this Wednesday. As Catholic
Christians, we prepare ourselves during Lent by
fasting, praying and giving alms….ie giving of
ourselves to others.

Jesus came to serve, not to be served.

There are many things from which we can fast, not
solely giving up food, candy or our favorite beverages.
We can fast from doing good and not so good things.

Some examples of good things from which we
can fast:
∙ Facebook/social media
∙ Hitting the snooze button-get up and pray
∙ Staying up late-give yourself a bedtime and pray
before bed. Download the Hallow app for many prayer
options. It’s free for a limited time.
∙ Checking your phone when you are present with
people-eating, visiting, or in someone’s presence.

Some examples of not so good things from
which we can fast:
∙ Complaining
∙ Being lazy-try exercising or taking a walk
∙ Lying, swearing, taking our Lord’s name in vain
∙ Judging others

Let’s journey through Lent together, making
ourselves a better version of “us” by fasting.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM SCHEDULE
February 18—OFF—ASH WEDNESDAY

February 25—-CLASS

March 4—CLASS
March 11—CLASS
March 18—CLASS

March 25—Reconciliation @ Church Gr 3-7

For further information on any of the items below, or on
the Religious Education program, please contact Janet
Litterio in the Faith Formation Office at 708-301-0214 or
faithformation@omgccc.org.

Visit our parish website omgccc.org for the RE schedule
and other Faith Formation information throughout the
year under the Religious Education link.

FAITH FORMATION

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Bishop Dennis E. Spies
Appointed Apostolic
Administrator for the
Diocese of Joliet

[February 6, 2026] — The Diocese
of Joliet announces that Bishop Dennis E. Spies
has been appointed Apostolic Administrator of the
Diocese of Joliet, effective immediately. Bishop
Spies assumes this role in accordance with the
norms of the Catholic Church, ensuring continuity
of leadership and pastoral care for the nearly half-
million Catholics across the seven counties of the
diocese.

Bishop Spies, who has been serving as Auxiliary
Bishop of Joliet and Titular Bishop of Cenculiana,
brings more than two decades of pastoral,
administrative, and formational experience to this
responsibility. Ordained to the priesthood in 2002,
he has served the Diocese of Joliet as pastor,
seminary formator, and most recently as Vicar
for Clergy, a role in which he has been widely
recognized for his pastoral sensitivity, collaborative
leadership style, and deep commitment to the
well-being of priests and parish communities.

“I am humbled by the trust placed in me and remain
committed to serving the people of God in the
Diocese of Joliet with faith, integrity, and hope,”
Bishop Spies said. “Together, we will continue
to proclaim the Gospel, strengthen our parishes,
and accompany one another as disciples of Jesus
Christ.”

As Administrator, Bishop Spies will oversee
the day-to-day governance of the diocese until
the appointment of a new diocesan bishop. His
responsibilities include supporting diocesan
ministries, guiding clergy, and ensuring the
smooth functioning of pastoral and administrative
operations. Born in Clifton, Illinois, Bishop Spies
earned his undergraduate degree from Southern
Illinois University Carbondale before completing
seminary studies at Mundelein Seminary. He was
appointed Auxiliary Bishop of Joliet by Pope
Francis in 2024 and ordained later that year at the
Cathedral of St. Raymond Nonnatus.

The Diocese of Joliet asks the faithful to join in
prayer for Bishop Spies as he undertakes this
important new role in service to the Church

FROM THE DIOCESE

“Because you were there, I changed my mind. I was looking for
a sign from God”… and Baby David was born!

You can be that sign from God! Join us to pray for moms and their babies
during a 40 day prayer vigil. Select the same hour to pray each week or
different hours whenever you can. Another option would be to sign up your
church for an entire day or even half a day to pray. Or if you can’t join us, pray
from home.

““SSppeeaakk UUpp FFoorr TThhoossee WWhhoo CCaannnnoott SSppeeaakk
FFoorr TThheemmsseellvveess””

--PPrroovveerrbbss 3311::88

ST. BERNARDS & OUR MOTHER OF GOOD COUNSEL RESPECT LIFE
COMMITTEES

11 AM – 12 PM, FEB 23, MARCH 2, 9, 16, 23
Location: Access Health Center 1700 W. 75th St., Downers Grove

OR: Sign up for any hour between 7 AM and 7 PM
2026 Spring Campaign runs from Feb. 18 – March 29

Sign up anytime online at: www.40daysforlife.com/downersgrove

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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This week’s Gospel is often referred to as the Six
Antitheses, and fittingly falls just before we begin the
six-week period of repentance we call Lent. But the
connections run far deeper than a numerical parallel.

The lectionary opens with a reading from the Book of
Sirach, where the prophet teaches that choosing to keep the
commandments leads to life: “If you choose, you can keep the
commandments; they will save you” (Sir 15:15). I touched on this
same theme recently in reflecting on the Beatitudes—that the
Decalogue is necessary precisely because it protects against
death.

Jesus makes His mission unmistakably clear. He has not come to
abolish the Law—presumably leaving us exposed to death—but
to fulfill it. In the original Greek, the word translated as fulfill is
πληρόω (plēróō). This term carries a depth of meaning that goes
well beyond our ordinary notions of complying with, obeying, or
merely satisfying the requirements of the Law.

Πληρόω means to fill to the full—to bring something to completion,
to actualize it according to its intended end. Christ does not
present Himself as a stricter lawgiver, but as the One in whom the
Law finally becomes what it was always meant to be.

As Jesus lays out each of the Six Antitheses, He does not
describe the bare minimum required to avoid death, but the
deep interior disposition necessary for true human flourishing.
He reveals what it means to live according to the purpose of our
creation—where life is not merely preserved, but perfected, and
where we are drawn into communion with God through Christ.

Jesus challenges us not simply to live, but to live in Him—where
what once amounted to mere survival is transformed into thriving,
and where refraining from harm gives way to the costly call of
willing ourselves for our neighbor’s good.

“The law was given that grace might be sought; grace was given
that the law might be fulfilled.”

— St. Augustine

The Church gives us a clear prescription for a fruitful Lent: prayer,
fasting, and almsgiving. These disciplines are good in themselves,
but they also open a deeper invitation—to examine our telos, the
purpose for which we were created.

We are called not merely to pray, but to live the interior disposition
of prayer: a contemplative openness to the communion for which
we were made. We are invited not simply to fast, but to hunger for
the fullness that Christ alone can satisfy. And we are asked not
only to give to the poor, but to empty ourselves more completely,
that we might be filled by God.

In the end, the righteousness Christ calls for is not a heavier
burden, but a fuller life. What the Law once preserved from death,
grace now draws toward glory. Dear brothers, as we stand at
the threshold of Lent, let the question be not whether we keep
the commandments, but whether we will allow them—fulfilled
in Christ—to finish their work in us. This is the quiet labor of
the season: not the perfection of appearances, but the patient
conversion of the heart, until what begins in discipline is brought
to completion in love.

—Sebastian Abbinanti
This version of St. Joseph’s Corner has been abridged for
publication in this bulletin. For the full version, please visit
https://sebastianabbinanti.substack.com/

Pledge your giŌ to the CMAA

This is commitment weekend for the 2026 Catholic Ministries
Annual Appeal (CMAA). The appeal is a powerful way to put our
faith into acƟon.

This year's theme is Beyond all ExpectaƟons: Faith that Elevates!
When we care for those in need, we answer this call. Our parish
joins with other parishes to serve the vulnerable, grow children
in faith, and strengthen vocaƟons. We cannot foster these
ministries alone. This is a diocese-wide effort.

We receive 70% of any amount raised over our goal to reinvest
in our parish.

Please prayerfully consider your giŌ and help our parish reach
$54,300. Complete and return a pledge envelope in church
today. Thank you for your support!

Scout Sunday
Thank you to everyone who participated in Scout Sunday
last weekend! Also, thank you to Fr. Fleck for bestowing a

special blessing on these future leaders!

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Naomi O'Malley
Parish Operations & Ministry
ParishMissionMinistry@omgccc.org

Kamila Fudala
Administrative
admin@omgccc.org

You can donate online safely through OSV.

Choose a one time or recurring donation.
Scan the QR code or visit our website. OSV also
has other collections you can donate to such as;
Holy Days, the Building Fun, Ash Wednesday, and
Utilities.

BapƟsm: BapƟsms are scheduled on the second Sunday of each month.
Polish BapƟsms are at 1:00 p.m., and English BapƟsms are at 1:30 p.m.
Please contact the Faith FormaƟon Office before booking a venue for the
celebraƟon. Parents must be registered with our parish. Both sponsors
must be over 16 years old, with at least one being a pracƟcing Catholic.

Marriage: The bride and groom should be acƟve members of our parish.
The couple should contact the Faith FormaƟon Office at least six months
in advance to schedule their marriage, allowing for adequate preparaƟon.
Schedule the church date for your marriage before securing your venue.

Funerals: The family of the deceased will coordinate with the chosen
funeral home to make the arrangements. The funeral home will then con-
tact the Faith FormaƟon Office at Our Mother of Good Counsel (OMGC)
to noƟfy us about the upcoming funeral Mass. We (OMGC) will get in
touch with the family and work together to organize the funeral liturgy.

Eucharist for the Homebound and Hospitalized: If you are unable to
aƩend Mass please contact the Parish Office for the Sacraments of the
Eucharist. Our Homebound ministry would be happy to assist you.

AnoinƟng of the Sick & Hospital Visits: Please contact the Parish Office if
your loved one requires an anoinƟng. Please do not wait unƟl death is
imminent to request anoinƟng, as it may take some Ɵme to find a priest
for the sacrament.

Religious EducaƟon:We offer religious educaƟon classes for grades 1-8.
Call the Faith FormaƟon Office for more informaƟon. Classes meet
Wednesday, 6:00-7:30PM September through March.

Newcomers:Welcome to our Parish! Please stop in the Parish Office or
visit our website for a Parishioner registraƟon form. We are so happy to
have you.

Prayer Request Line: Submit your intenƟon to omgcprayers@gmail.com,
and our prayer warriors will discreetly pray for you intenƟon. If you would
like to join the prayer warriors, send omgcprayers@gmail.com an email
asking to be added.

Religious Life: Considering Religious Life? For more informaƟon about
vocaƟons, please contact: vocaƟons@dioceseołoliet.org
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Very Rev. Grzegorz P. Podwysocki
JCL, JV, KHS • Chancellor • Judicial Vicar
Diocese of Joliet • Pastor

PARISH STAFF

Janet Litterio
Lifelong Formation
FaithFormation@omgccc.org
Tues - Thurs: 9am-3pm

Małgorzata Siuta (Po Polsku)
Polish Ministry
PolishMinistry@omgccc.org

Anna Siwiec-Sitkowska
Music Ministry

FEB 21/22 Sat 4:00pm Sun 7:30am Sun 9:00am Sun 10:30am Sun 12:00pm Sun 4:00pm

Eucharistic
Minsters

Ed Wereldsma
Mary Westberg

Mary Ann Mesich
PaƫMulligan
Theresa Peƫnato
Mike GaƩo

Jasia Para
Katarzyna Karpiuk

Philip Gosewisch
Art Smigelski

Ewelina Szafran
Agata Świętosławska
Ryszard Kloc

Janet LiƩerio

Lector Dennis Foley Sue Targosz
Bill Shaub

Barbara Miskowicz Jennifer Galka Agata Świętosławska Janet LiƩerio

Sacristan Arlene Fassola Mary Ellen
Fitzpatrick

Bozena Bisaga Phillip Gosewisch Artur Leja Janet LiƩerio

Ushers John Fassola
Mike Jadron

Mike Targosz
Jim Mulligan
Tony Angelo

Czesław Bisaga
Sławomir Budz
Witek Szaflarski
Stanisław Smalec

Art Smigelski
Philip Gosewisch
Andy Smigelski

Andrzej Kas
Artur Leja
Wiesław Mos
Eugeniusz Blachut

Larry Ford

Paula Bucciferro
Accountant
accountant@omgccc.org

STEWARDSHIP

Feb 7/ Feb 8
Mass Collections: $11,539
Utilities: $145
Building Fund: $400
Online Giving: $2,570
Snow Removal: $95

SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION

Victoria Petecki
Digital Media

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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IN LOVING

MEMORY OF

Russell 

Smith
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