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As we begin our journey through this
holy season of Lent, Pope Leo has
offered some insights in his Lenten
Message. His words challenge us to
move beyond simple habits and toward
a true change of heart.

Discovering Our True Hunger
The Holy Father recognizes that we
fill our lives with constant noise and
"spiritual junk food" to distract ourselves.
He invites us to not only use fasting

physically, but also use it as a way to reveal our soul’s true hunger. When we clear
away the excess in our lives, we create the space to realize that we are hungering
for God’s presence.

A New Kind of Fast: Disarming Our Language
Pope Leo’s message calls us to "disarm our language." He challenges us to fast
from words that wound. Practicing this type of speech can include refraining from
harsh words, rash judgments, and avoiding speaking ill of those who cannot
defend themselves.

Instead we should choosing kindness and constructive dialogue over hostility
within our families and across social media.

Listening as an Act of Charity
The Holy Father also reminds us that "listening is the first way we demonstrate
our desire to enter into relationship." When we quiet our voices, we are better
equipped to hear the movement of the Holy Spirit in Sacred Scripture and the "cry
of the poor" in our own neighborhoods.

As a parish family, let us take these words to heart. May our fasting lead to a
deeper hunger for the Gospel, and may our listening transform our community into
a place of greater charity and peace.

Source: Pope Leo XIV. "Listening and Fasting: Lent as a Time of Conversion."
Message for Lent 2026. The Holy See, February 13, 2026.

James H.
Toren

Pray for the reposed soul of

who entered eternal life on January 31st

Welcome To
Our Parish:

The Szczypta Family
The Krol Family
The Cios Family

Mary Kelly
Emily Mallek
Matthew Kos

TUESDAY FEBRUARY 24 8:00AM

Delphine Kasuk†

WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 25 8:00AM

Virgina Schultz

FRIDAY FEBRUARY 27 8:00AM

Elizabeth Casey

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 28 4:00PM
Calvin Bruni†

SUNDAY MARCH 1 7:30AM
Our Prayer Warriors Group

SUNDAY MARCH 1 9:00AM
Natalia & Eleonora
Za dusze w czysciu
Marian & Wladyslawa Mrozek†
Damian & Krystian Krzysiak†
Tadeusz Tylka†
Jan & Ludwina Budz†
Wladyslaw Czubiak†
Maria Ratulowski†

SUNDAY MARCH 1 10:30AM
ODolores Marie Fornelli†

SUNDAY MARCH 1 12:00PM
Wladyslaw&Tommy Kapusciarz†

SUNDAY MARCH 1 4:00PM
Our Parish Priests And Deacon

SAINTS AND OBSERVANCES
Sunday: The Chair of Saint Peter

The Apostle
Monday: Saint Polycarp
Friday: Saint Gregory of Narek

Abstinence
Saturday: Saint Peter Damian
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UPCOMING EVENTS

MASS

INTENTIONS

RE Class 6:00pmFEB 25

Stations of the Cross 8:30am English 7:00pm PolishFEB 27

Polish Mission (Mar 2: 7pm, Mar 3: 7:30pm, Mar 4: 7pm)MAR 2-4

First FridayMAR 6

Parish Mission in English 7:00pmMAR 22-24

Lent Reconciliation 7:00pmMAR 27

Feb 22nd - 28th
Zbigniew Gacek †

Sanctuary Lamp Intentions

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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As our parish grows, our staff naturally
grows as well. It is with excitement and
a grateful heart that I announce a new
addition to our parish ministry team. We
welcome Deacon Paul Dirienzo, who began
his journey with us on Ash Wednesday.

In the Acts of the Apostles, the first Deacons
were called to serve the needs of the
community. In that same spirit, Deacon Paul
joins us to strengthen our mission of service

and prayer. His ministry will be a great asset as we continue
on our path of growth.

Please keep Deacon Paul in your prayers as he begins this
new chapter of his ministry with us. We look forward to the
many blessings his service will bring to our parish.

W miarę jak nasza parafia się rozwija, również nasz
zespół duszpasterski musi się powiększać. Z radością i
wdzięcznym sercem ogłaszam nowego członka naszego
zespołu duszpasterskiego. Witamy Diakona Paula Dirienzo,
który rozpoczął swoją posługę w naszej parafii w Środę
Popielcową.

W Dziejach Apostolskich pierwszych diakonów powołano
do służby na rzecz potrzeb wspólnoty. W tym samym
duchu Diakon Paul dołącza do nas, aby wzmocnić naszą
misję służby i modlitwy. Jego posługa będzie ogromnym
wsparciem, gdy nadal podążamy drogą rozwoju naszej
parafii.

Prosimy, abyście pamiętali o Diakonie Paulu w swoich
modlitwach, gdy rozpoczyna ten nowy rozdział swojej
posługi w naszej wspólnocie. Z radością oczekujemy wielu
błogosławieństw, które jego służba przyniesie naszej parafii.

A WORD FROM FR. GREG

Family Life
I have been blessed to share 27 years of marriage with my wife, Carisa. Our journey together started
in college has been rooted in faith, love and perseverance. We are parents to four wonderful children—
Gabriel (24), Jacob (23), Izabel (21), and Natalie (19). Our sons have begun their professional careers,
while our daughters are in the heart of their college studies. All four attended Lincoln Way East High
School, where they competed in Swimming, Water Polo and Soccer. We continue to reside in Frankfort,
embracing the many blessings and moving parts of family life with our children turning into young adults!

Professional Background
I serve as a Manufacturing Mechatronics R&D Engineer at Panduit’s Tinley Park R&D Facility, where I have the opportunity
to innovate and solve problems in a forward-thinking setting. Carisa is a Math and Science specialist who runs her own
tutoring business, guiding high school and college students toward academic success.

Faith and Catholic Roots
Carisa and I were both raised in the Catholic tradition in Chicago’s western suburbs—specifically Woodridge, Lisle, and
Downers Grove area. Our upbringing involved participation at St. Scholastica and St. Joan of Arc parishes, where faith was
central to our daily lives and family traditions.

Ministry and Diaconate Journey
Since our move to Frankfort in 2006, St. Anthony’s Parish became our spiritual home. Over the years, I have been involved
in various ministries: St. Vincent De Paul, serving as a Lector and Eucharistic Minister, teaching sixth through eighth graders
as a Catechist, and offering pastoral care to the sick and homebound. In late 2017, I answered a call to pursue the path
of a permanent deacon. I entered the diaconate program and was ordained on August 20, 2022, within the Joliet Diocese.
This milestone transformed my faith and outlook on service. As a deacon, my service extended into having the privilege of
performing Baptisms and preparing couples for the Sacrament of Marriage.

Continuing the Journey
And now – A calling to Our Mother of Good Counsel! I look forward to serving and growing alongside this community, guided
by the Holy Spirit and accompanying parishioners on their life’s journey to encounter the Living God in their lives.

GET TO KNOW DEACON PAUL DIRIENZO

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



2026 LENTEN
MISSION

Fr. Tom McCarthy O.S.A. (and Prior
Provincial-Elect) is hosting a 3 day
Lenten Mission. We are excited and
honored that he has made time to
journey with us through our Lenten

season.

Sunday, March 22 7pmnd

Monday, March 23 7pmrd

Tuesday, March 24 7pmt h

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
8:30 am - English
7:00 pm - Polish

DROGA KRZYŻOWA
8:30 AM (po angielsku)
7:00 PM (po polsku)

ŻGORZKIE ŻALE
Gorzkie Żale będą
odprawione po Mszy
Świętej o godz.
12:00.

What We Can Do For Lent

This is our first weekend in the Season of Lent. As
Catholic Christians, we prepare ourselves during Lent by
fasting, praying and giving alms…ie giving of ourselves
to others.

Jesus came to serve, not to be served.

We can easily incorporate giving of ourselves
(almsgiving) into our lives. If we go outside of ourselves
during Lent, it will become second nature to us, and
we will continue our almsgiving beyond Lent. Some
examples of putting our faith into action by incorporating
almsgiving into our daily lives are:
• Volunteer for one of our parish ministries, become a

catechist in our religious education program.
• Instead of watching tv, spend family time by playing a

game together, or praying together as a family. Or
watch a faith based tv show, such as The Chosen,
and discuss the show with your family.

• Writing letters or sending cards to family members you
don’t often see. Make cards for residents in nursing
homes to help brighten their day. Bring the cards to
the director of the facility and ask them to distribute.

• Giving someone a compliment each day, or simply
smiling at a stranger….go out of your way to do so.
Let’s journey through Lent together, making
ourselves a better version of “us” by becoming more
giving.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM SCHEDULE
February 25—-CLASS

March 4—CLASS
March 11—CLASS
March 18—CLASS

March 25—Reconciliation @ Church Gr 3-7

For further information on any of the items below, or on
the Religious Education program, please contact Janet
Litterio in the Faith Formation Office at 708-301-0214 or
faithformation@omgccc.org.

Visit our parish website omgccc.org for the RE schedule
and other Faith Formation information throughout the
year under the Religious Education link.

FAITH FORMATION

Prayer During Lent
Almighty and Everlasting God, You have given the human
race Jesus Christ our Savior as a model of humility. He
fulfilled Your will by becoming Man and giving His life on
the Cross.Help us to bear witness to You By following His
example of suffering and make us worthy to share in His
Resurrection. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ,
Your Son. Amen

Page 4Our Mother Of Good Counsel
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We are again asking that you keep the circle drive at the
Church's main entrance clear. Please do not park there
so the area may be used as a turnabout for drop-offs
and emergency vehicles.

We also ask that you do not park in the Reserved
parking space located behind the Pastor's space. This
spot is for clergy. Thank you very much.

Uprzejmie prosimy wszystkich Parafian i Gości o
nieparkowanie na podjeździe przed głównym wejściem
do kościoła. Miejsce to powinno pozostać wolne jako
strefa do zawracania, wysadzania pasażerów oraz dla
pojazdów ratunkowych.
Prosimy również o nieparkowanie na miejscu oznac-
zonym jako „Reserved”, znajdującym się za miejscem
parkingowym Proboszcza. Miejsce to jest przeznac-
zone dla duchowieństwa. Dziękujemy za zrozumienie i
współpracę.

PARKING REMINDERS
PRZYPOMNIENIE DOTYCZąCE PARKOWANIA

If you have already pledged to the Catholic Ministries
Annual Appeal (CMAA), we sincerely thank you! Let's
join together to meet our parish goal of $54,300. Every
giŌ makes a difference.

If you sƟll plan on making your giŌ, please prayerfully
consider how you can elevate your faith beyond all
expectaƟons in support of those in need. Pledge
envelopes are sƟll available in church, or you can use
the envelope you received in the mail from the diocese.
We also welcome online giŌs at jolietdioceseappeal.
org

Remember, we receive 70% of any amount raised
over our goal to reinvest in our own parish. This is an
incredible opportunity and blessing!

Congratulations to parishioners Mark Hink,
Randy Meyers, and Mike Gatto on achieving their
Fourth Degree in the Knights of Columbus. This
highest degree of the Order recognizes a strong
commitment to patriotism, faith, and service to
Church and country.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

3

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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“If you are the Son of God…” (Mt 4:3). With this line, the enemy
does not tempt Jesus to become something false; he tempts Him to
become a different kind of Son. Each temptation is a redefinition of
sonship. The command to turn stones into bread replaces reliance
upon the Father with self-provision apart from Him. The invitation
to throw Himself from the parapet replaces shared glory received in
obedience with spectacle engineered to force recognition. And the
offer of all the kingdoms of the world replaces filial trust and suffering
fidelity with dominion seized without the Cross—glory without
obedience, a kingdom without the cup.

The Church places this Gospel at the beginning of Lent not as history,
but as a mirror. As we examine these temptations, we begin to
recognize their hidden forms in our own lives—especially where they
disguise themselves as righteous aims.

“One does not live by bread alone” But one does live by bread. The
problem is not bread, nor the body. Jesus truly hungers after forty
days in the desert. The question is not whether bread sustains life,
but whether life originates from bread. The temptation is not to eat; it
is to provide apart from the Father—to turn a legitimate need into an
assertion of independence.

When Jesus answers, He quotes the Book of Deuteronomy. He
recalls Israel in the wilderness, where God allowed His people to
hunger and then fed them with manna—bread they could neither
produce nor predict—“that He might make you know that man does
not live by bread alone.” The lesson was dependence. Israel survived
not by ingenuity but by receiving what was given. In the same way,
Christ refuses to secure His existence on His own terms.

The second temptation is more refined. The enemy quotes Scripture
and proposes an act that appears to be trust: “He will command His
angels concerning you.” But trust is not the same as testing. To leap
from the Temple would not have been confidence in the Father; it
would have been a demand that the Father intervene. The Son does
not compel protection; He receives it within obedience. Creating
danger to require rescue is not faith. It is presumption.

Then comes the third temptation. The proposal is direct: “All these
I will give you… if you will fall down and worship me.” What makes
it dangerous is its plausibility. The Son is destined to receive
the nations. The Kingdom will be His. The enemy offers nothing
imaginary. He offers the end—severed from the way.

This is the temptation to separate glory from obedience. To receive
the crown without the Cross. To inherit the Kingdom without drinking
the cup. The price seems small—one act of worship—but it strikes at
the heart of sonship. The Son reigns because He obeys. His authority
flows from communion with the Father.

This temptation presses against Christ’s humanity. He has assumed
a human will that naturally recoils from suffering. He knows the path
before Him. One day He will pray, “If it be possible, let this cup pass,”
and yet say, “Not my will, but Yours be done.” The desert offers what
Gethsemane will refuse: authority without obedience unto death. But
the Son does not grasp at glory. He receives it through fidelity—even
to the Cross.

As we begin Lent, we are not undertaking a program of self-
improvement but returning to sonship. The desert reveals the subtle
distortions within our will—the desire to provide apart from prayer, to
demand validation, to secure influence through compromise.

The Son reigns because He obeys. If we would share in His glory, we
must share in His way. Let us seek not the crown without the Cross,
but the Cross that leads to true glory.
—Sebastian Abbinanti
(abridged for publication)-https://sebastianabbinanti.substack.com/
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Naomi O'Malley
Parish Operations & Ministry
ParishMissionMinistry@omgccc.org

Kamila Fudala (Po Polsku)
Administrative
admin@omgccc.org

You can donate online safely through OSV.
Choose a one time or recurring donation.
Scan the QR code or visit our website. OSV also
has other collections you can donate to such as;
Holy Days, the Building Fun, Ash Wednesday, and
Utilities.

BapƟsm: BapƟsms are scheduled on the second Sunday of each month.
Polish BapƟsms are at 1:00 p.m., and English BapƟsms are at 1:30 p.m.
Please contact the Faith FormaƟon Office before booking a venue for the
celebraƟon. Parents must be registered with our parish. Both sponsors
must be over 16 years old, with at least one being a pracƟcing Catholic.

Marriage: The bride and groom should be acƟve members of our parish.
The couple should contact the Faith FormaƟon Office at least six months
in advance to schedule their marriage, allowing for adequate preparaƟon.
Schedule the church date for your marriage before securing your venue.

Funerals: The family of the deceased will coordinate with the chosen
funeral home to make the arrangements. The funeral home will then con-
tact the Faith FormaƟon Office at Our Mother of Good Counsel (OMGC)
to noƟfy us about the upcoming funeral Mass. We (OMGC) will get in
touch with the family and work together to organize the funeral liturgy.

Eucharist for the Homebound and Hospitalized: If you are unable to
aƩend Mass please contact the Parish Office for the Sacraments of the
Eucharist. Our Homebound ministry would be happy to assist you.

AnoinƟng of the Sick & Hospital Visits: Please contact the Parish Office if
your loved one requires an anoinƟng. Please do not wait unƟl death is
imminent to request anoinƟng, as it may take some Ɵme to find a priest
for the sacrament.

Religious EducaƟon:We offer religious educaƟon classes for grades 1-8.
Call the Faith FormaƟon Office for more informaƟon. Classes meet
Wednesday, 6:00-7:30PM September through March.

Newcomers:Welcome to our Parish! Please stop in the Parish Office or
visit our website for a Parishioner registraƟon form. We are so happy to
have you.

Prayer Request Line: Submit your intenƟon to omgcprayers@gmail.com,
and our prayer warriors will discreetly pray for you intenƟon. If you would
like to join the prayer warriors, send omgcprayers@gmail.com an email
asking to be added.

Religious Life: Considering Religious Life? For more informaƟon about
vocaƟons, please contact: vocaƟons@dioceseołoliet.org
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Very Rev. Grzegorz P. Podwysocki
JCL, JV, KHS • Chancellor • Judicial Vicar
Diocese of Joliet • Pastor

PARISH STAFF

Janet Litterio
Lifelong Formation
FaithFormation@omgccc.org
Tues - Thurs: 9am-3pm

Małgorzata Siuta (Po Polsku)
Polish Ministry
PolishMinistry@omgccc.org

Anna Siwiec-Sitkowska
Music Ministry

Feb 28/ Mar 1 Sat 4:00pm Sun 7:30am Sun 9:00am Sun 10:30am Sun 12:00pm Sun 4:00pm

Eucharistic
Minsters

Judy KeaƟng
Lisa Lorek
Ken Marcin

Schedules will be
emailed to
volunteers

Jasia Para
Katarzyna Karpiuk

Schedules will be
emailed to
volunteers

Ewelina Szafran
Agata Świętosławska

Schedules will be
emailed to
volunteers

Lector Lisa Stanly Zofia Kracik Marian Gal

Sacristan Donna Swiniarski Bożena Bisaga Artur Leja

Ushers Cody Cwik
Ken Marcin

Czesław Bisaga
Sławomir Budz
Witek Szaflarski
Stanisław Smalec

Andrzej Kas
Artur Leja
Wiesław Mos
Eugeniusz Blachut

Paula Bucciferro
Accountant
accountant@omgccc.org

STEWARDSHIP

Feb 14/ Feb 15
Mass Collections: $8,988
Utilities: $80
Building Fund: $85
Online Giving: $2,117
Snow Removal: $25

SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION

Victoria Petecki
Digital Media

Deacon Paul Dirienzo
DeaconPaul@omgccc.org

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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IN LOVING

MEMORY OF

Russell 

Smith
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